
Timo Tautenhahn
Senior Solution Consultant
Tableau Software EMEA

When to USE Tableau

When NOT to use Tableau



When NOT to use Tableau
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When NOT to use Tableau

- Don‘t

- for pre-formattted data

- cell based formatting

- Aggregated Data

- use it as a data manipulation tool

- Instead

- Use the right tool for the right task

- CRM → Input

- Excel → Manipulating/Planning

- Tableau → Visual Analytics



When NOT to use Tableau

- Don’t 

- replicate!!!

- reproduce huge crosstabs

- reproduce reports

- Instead

- What are the questions?

(business related)

- Answer it the visual “Tableau way”

- Support answering more questions



When NOT to use Tableau

- Don’t 

- Overwhelm end users with details 

right at the beginning

- Use hundreds of quick filters



- Better

- Content/question related views

- Make use of drill-downs into details 

- Provide users with visual filters
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When NOT to use Tableau

• Finding patterns

• Data discovery

• Ad-hoc analysis

• Uncovering dirty data

• Answering questions
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When NOT to use Tableau

• Don’t create walls of data/crosstabs (!!!)

• Don’t replicate existing content(!!!)

When to USE TableauWhen to USE Tableau
• Finding patterns

• Data discovery

• Ad-hoc analysis

• Uncovering dirty data

• Answering questions



Questions, comments, feelings?

ttautenhahn@tableau.com

www.tableaufans.com


